JUDGE KOUTRAS:  Did you test it with a pry
bar?

THE WITNESS:  Yes.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  Did you determine after testing
that it was not safe?

THE WITNESS:  Yes and no.  I decided I wanted

to finish the job and get out from underneath it,

O.K.?

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  Why didn't you decide that it was
unsafe and tell Mr. Feathers that you were not going
to finish the second half of the shot?

THE WITNESS:  I don't know.  I felt under
pressure at the time.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  You felt under pressure?

THE WITNESS:  Right.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  And you went ahead and shot it down?

THE WITNESS: I already had ha'lf of it loaded. I
felt I would go ahead. I was more or less taking
a chance.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  You were taking a chance even though
your pry bar test indicated that it was sound?

THE WITNESS:  Right.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  Now, the next day is when you called
the MSHA people?

THE WITNESS:  Right.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  All right, but the next day when
you reported to work, you went to another location
in the mine, correct?

THE WITNESS:  Yes.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:     And you  found  a  ceiling?

THE  WITNESS:      Yes.

JUDGE KOUTRAS:  Did you test the ceiling?

THE WITNESS:  Yes.
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